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illustrated. 1904 edition. Excerpt: . . . CHAPTER VIIl GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS In the previous chapters the
author has systematized his conclusions in the interpretation of blood-pressure as affecting the heart, brain,
kidneys, and general circulation. In order to obtain an expression of opinion, there was published, just previous
to the writing of this little book, a series of short articles in various medical journals. These elicited enough
discussion to show that the subject is one in the mind of many general practitioners. Among the articles, one
entitled The Importance of Treatment in the Early Stages of Arterial Degeneration was commented upon by Dr.
Beverley Robinson, of New York, and others, as being a true picture of the condition described. The points
brought out were that the term degeneration of the arteries is a better Medical Record, April 2, 1904. term than
arteritis, arteriosclerosis or endarteritis, because it is less definite and can be made to include functional as well
as material vices. This condition is the result of the many causes which act in opposition to the tendency of life
to go on without loss of quality or impairment of power--in other words, it is the failure of repair, and the
failure in the action of the mechanism for the automatic correction of irregularities in the circulation. The light
thrown upon this condition by pathology is extremely unsatisfactory because we often find a most advanced
arterial sclerosis without marked symptoms, and we find marked symptoms with hardly appreciable physical
changes. The...
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