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Hear what St. Cyprian says, in his book concerning tombs: Every priest, says he, seeks for wealth and honor
with insatiable avidity. Bishops are without religion; women without modesty; knavery is general; profane
swearing and perjury abound; animosities divide Christians asunder; bishops abandon their pupils to attend the
exchange, and obtain opulence by merchandise; in short, we please ourselves alone, and excite the disgust of
all the rest of the world. Before the occurrence of these scandals, the priest Novatian had been the cause of a
very dreadful one to the people of Rome. He was the first anti-pope. The bishopric of Rome, although secret,
and liable to persecution, was an object of ambition and avarice, on account of the liberal contributions of the
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in so many authentic documents, and what we every day hear from the mouths of persons correctly informed.
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