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and Report Of the great educational work which the American Federation of Labor has done during the past
quarter of a century, the public in general has no conception. Mere statistics are wholly inadequate to convey
the value of what has been accompished. The American Federation of Labor has received special
acknowledgment and appreciation for data furnished in response to the ever-increasing requests from
educators, statisticians, students, National and State Legislators, and others engaged in the study of
sociological problems. It is confidently expected that the next decade will witness further great developments in
the application of a sound system of education. The line of progressive industrial education must be
constructive. Any system to be of value must also necessarily be one of growth. The adoption of a scheme of
education must train up a far more capable and comprehensive body of citizens by emphasizing their position
in society as producers, consumers and as men. A general educational policy which will greatly ease the strain
of demoralization which so sadly aHects the children of the poor. It ought, by giving vocational training,
alongside of cultural training, advance them more at the age of sixteen than now obtains at eighteen.
Assuming, then, that the social stratification in America is vertical, the problem is to find the highest elevation
which any youth s ability will permit him to reach, and to get him to that elevation. Apropos of this problem, the
size of which is the length and breadth of America, and because of the interdependence of industrial eHort, the
American Federation of Labor has undertaken a comprehensive study helpful toward...
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