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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1881 Excerpt: .myself passed through various portions of the State, by boat, by rail, and
by stage, I can confidently say that neither of the above conceptions of it are perfectly correct, though the latter
view makes the nearer approach to the reality. Florida is truly speaking a brighter and cheerier edition of East
and South New Jersey. It is too, mostly a plain, and is largely covered with pine forest; but the plain occasionally
rises, and breaks into a waved surface and the pines are oGen tall noble trees that standing widely apart, allow
an abundance of sunlight to reach the flower carpeted ground beneath them, producing on an early spring
day a wonderfully happy scene, and equally happy eIects on the observer. Along the borders of streams,
encircling lakes, marshes and innumerable dark pools of water where the ground is slightly depressed, a richer
vegetation obtains, which is mostly deciduous, although the magnolia, the wild orange, the evergreen oak, and
the palmetto, together with many species of tall shrubs mostly belonging to the order Ericacese, are well
represented. These last--the shrubs--during the months of March, April and May, are covered with exquisite bell-
shaped flowers, which, however, excepting in one or two instances, are not especially conspicuous. The
adjective that I have used to describe the appearance of these higher heathers says a good deal, but it wants
squeezing a bit, or strongly emphasizing, to bring it up to the point of fairly covering the delicious sensations...
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