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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1894 edition. Excerpt: .would probably have found it diHicult or impossible to retain
his high place, even if he had had nothing more to contend with than domestic jealousy and dissatisfaction.
Fordun relates that many of the nobility were in the habit of saying, We will not have this man to rule over us.
Meanwhile the energetic English king, who had been abroad when the defeat of Stirling Bridge lost him
Scotland, had now returned home, and was already on his march toward the borders at the head of a powerful
army. A body of English, which had landed in the north of Fife, led by Aymer de Vallois, Earl of Pembroke, is
said by the Scottish authorities to have been attacked and routed by Wallace on June 12, 1298, in the forest of
Blackironside, in that county; but when the two main armies met on July 22d, in the neighborhood of Falkirk--
the Scots commanded by Wallace, the English by their king in person--the former, aJer a gallant and obstinate
resistance, were at last forced to give way, and the battle ended in a universal rout accompanied with immense
slaughter. This defeat did not put an end to the war; but it was taken advantage of by the Scottish nobility to
deprive Wallace of his oHice of guardian or chief govemor of the kingdom. The Scottish accounts say that he
voluntarily resigned the supreme power; it is certain, at any rate, that Bruce, his rival Comyn, and...
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